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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 5 and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: regarding 
claim 5, the claim language should be corrected in the'ciean Versionof the claims 
because "is broadcast to said broadcast data generating said fixed or static screen 
display" should be deleted to reflect the changes made in the pre-amendment. 
Regarding claim 10, the phrase -having storage means for the selective processing 
and storage of said received data and- should be added to the last line of the claim to 
reflect the changes in the pre-amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being unpatentable over Lawler et al. (US 6,868,551 B1). 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Lawler discloses a television system (fig. 1 & 2) 
comprising a broadcast data receiver connected to or integrally formed with a display 
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screen (fig. 2& 3A), the broadcast data receiver receiving digital data from a 
broadcaster at a remote location and decoding and processing said data to provide 
video, audio and/or auxiliary data ("auxiliary data" reads on information related to 
computer-executed program, col. 4, lines 1-2) relating to a number of channels and 
programs (col. 3, line 67; col. 4, lines 9-20; fig. 2, elements 62 b & 66; col. 5, line 56), 
the broadcast data receiver having a storage means (fig. 2, element 68) for the selective 
processing and storage of the received data (col. 7, line 48-51 & col. 6, lines 8-10). And 
Lawler further discloses transmission of data for one or more channels (EPG) on which 
new and changing data is broadcast for a limited period of time in any given time period 
(EPG is cyclically transmitted to the receiver; i.e. daily, col. 6 lines 2-26), is identified by 
the broadcast data receiver and, in those time periods outside the given time period 
(period of receiving EPG outside the current time period; i.e. next day period or future 
programming schedule), audio/video is generated/displayed on the speaker/screen for 
the one or more channels from data held in said storage means (col. 6, lines 55-56; col. 
7, lines 30-35; col. 7, lines 48-51). 

Regarding claim 2, the limitation "outside the given time periods a repeat signal is 
transmitted from the broadcaster at spaced intervals and said broadcast data receiver 
generates a display from data held in said storage means between said spaced 
intervals" reads on Lawler's asynchronous loop of previews transmitted and the 
controller then displays the preview from memory (col. 9, lines, 35-45, col. 6, lines 55- 
56). 
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Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , Lawler discloses the generated display is a fixed or 
static screen display (EPG screen, fig. 3A & 3B, col. 5, lines 17-19). 

Regarding claim 5, Lawler teaches that the data for generating the fixed or static 
screen display (EPG) is received and stored in the storage means on a single occasion 
in the given time period (Lawler discloses receiving and storing the EPG cyclically 
meaning once every time period i.e. daily, col. 6, lines 20-23). 

In regards to claims 6 and 12, the limitation "the generated display is a repeated 

when <*±tr recjoectt 

video display" is further met by Lawler's EPG which is repeatedly displayed ^col. 5, lines 
42-47). 

Regarding claim 7, the limitation "the repeated video display is transmitted and 
stored in said broadcast data receiver storage means" is met by Lawler's EPG which is 
transmitted and stored in memory as discussed above in claim 1. The further limitation, 
"at pre-determined time intervals" is further met by Lawler (col. 6, lines 2-4 & 20-23, in 
which the broadcaster transmits EPG data to the receiver at pre-determined time 
intervals). 

Regarding claim 8, Lawler teaches the "repeated video display is transmitted to 
said broadcast data receiver on a single occasion in the given time period" and "for 
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storage in said storage means" (Lawler discloses receiving and storing the EPG 
cyclically meaning once every time period i.e. daily, col. 6, lines 20-23). 

Regarding claim 13, Lawler discloses a method of generating a display for a 
television system (fig. 1 & 2) comprising a broadcast data receiver connected to or 
integrally formed or connected with a display screen (fig. 2 & 3A). The method includes 
the broadcast data receiver receiving digital data from a broadcaster at a remote 
location and decoding and processing the data to provide video audio and/or auxiliary 
data ("auxiliary data" reads on information related to computer-executed applications, 
col. 4, lines 1-2) relating to a number of channels and programs (col. 3, line 67; col. 4, 
lines 9-20; fig. 2, elements 62b & 66; col. 5, line 56). And Lawler further discloses the 
steps including the broadcast data receiver identifying data relating to one or more 
channels on which new and changing data is broadcast for a limited period of time only 
in any given time period (EPG is cyclically transmitted to the receiver; i.e. daily, col. 6 
lines 2-26), the broadcast data receiver identifying time periods outside the given time 
period and in those outside time periods (period of receiving EPG outside the current 
time period; i.e. next day period or future programming schedule), the broadcast data 
receiver retrieving data stored in storage means (fig. 2, element 68) connected to the 
broadcast data receiver and generating/displaying audio/video on the speaker/screen 
for the one or more channels (col. 6, lines 55-56; col. 7, lines 30-35; col. 7, lines 48-51). 
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Regarding claim 14, Lawler discloses the generated display is a fixed or static 
screen display from data in storage (EPG screen, fig. 3A & 3B, col. 5, lines 17-19; col. 
6, lines 24-26). 

Regarding claim 15, the limitation "generates a repeated video display from data 
stored in said storage means" is further met by Lawler's EPG which is repeatedly 
displayed (col. 5, lines 42-47; col. 6, lines 24-26). 

4. Claims 3, 9, 16, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lawler et al. (US 6,868,551 B1) in view of Lang et al. (WO 
00/40025). 

Regarding claims 3 and 17, Lawler teaches the storage means being used as 
discussed in claim 1 above. 

However, Lawler fails to teach a hard drive integrally formed with said broadcast 
data receiver. 

In an analogous art Lang discloses a hard drive (fig. 1, element 28 & pg. 6, par. 
2, line 8) integrally formed with said broadcast data receiver (fig. 1, element 10 & pg. 6, 
par. 2, line 1) for the purpose of storing a received program for display from memory in 
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accordance with user preferences (pg. 10, par. 3, lines 4-5 & pg. 8, par. 1, lines 4-6; pg. 
21, par. 2, lines 3-4). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Lawler to include a hard drive integrally formed with said 
broadcast data receiver as taught by Lang for the added advantage of storing received 
data for display from memory (pg. 8, par. 2, lines 4-6) in accordance with user 
preferences (pg. 21, par. 2, lines 3-4). 

Regarding claim 9, Lawler discloses an interactive television system that is 
enabled to perform customization of program information, remind viewer of selected 
programming, process interactive service request from the viewer to provide services 
such as an electronic programming guide, monitoring, administrative functions and data 
access (Lawler - col. 9, lines 65-67; col. 10, lines 45-51; col. 10, lines 24-25). Lawler 
further discloses a broadcast data receiver that "selects which channels to accept live 
data therefrom and which channels to generate a display from data stored in said 
storage means" (col. 6, lines 40-47 & 55-56 in which the controller selects currently 
broadcast data for a channel or data retrieved from memory). 

Lawler fails to specifically disclose the limitation "broadcast data receiver is able 
to monitor the user's viewing habits and program preferences and, based on a pre- 
defined set of criteria". 
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In an analogous art Lang discloses the broadcast data receiver is able to monitor 
the user's viewing habits and program preferences and, based on a pre-defined set of 
criteria (page. 19, par. 1, lines 3-7, in which "monitoring the user's viewing habits and 
program preferences" reads on Lang's receiving user preferred programs information 
and user's usage history and statistics; page 21, par. 2, lines 3-4, in which "based on a 
pre-defined set of criteria" reads on using user preference and history information to 
select stored information). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the broadcast data receiver of Lawler to enable it to monitor the user's 
viewing habits and program preferences and, based on a pre-defined set of criteria as 
taught by Lang for the added advantage of displaying data from memory in accordance 
with user preferences and habits (pg. 8, par. 2, lines 4-6; pg. 21 , par. 2, lines 3-4). 

Regarding claim 16, Lawler discloses an interactive television system that is 
enabled to perform customization of program information, remind viewer of selected 
programming, process interactive service request from the viewer to provide services 
such as an electronic programming guide, monitoring, administrative functions and data 
access (col. 9, lines 65-67; col. 1 0, lines 45-51 ; col. 1 0, lines 24-25). Lawler further 
discloses a broadcast data receiver that "selects which channels to accept live data 
therefrom and which channels to generate a display from data stored in said storage 



Application/Control Number: 09/941 ,539 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2611 

means" (col. 6, lines 40-47 & 55-56 in which the controller selects currently broadcast 
data for a channel or data retrieved from memory). 

Lawler fails to specifically disclose the limitation "broadcast data receiver is able 
to monitor the user's viewing habits and program preferences and, based on a pre- 
defined set of criteria". 

In an analogous art Lang discloses the broadcast data receiver is able to monitor 
the user's viewing habits and program preferences and, based on a pre-defined set of 
criteria (page. 19, par. 1, lines 3-7, in which "monitoring the user's viewing habits and 
program preferences" reads on Lang's receiving user preferred programs information 
and user's usage history and statistics; page 21, par. 2, lines 3-4, in which "based on a 
pre-defined set of criteria" reads on using user preference and history information to 
select stored information). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the broadcast data receiver of Lawler to enable it to monitor the user's 
viewing habits and program preferences and, based on a pre-defined set of criteria as 
taught by Lang for the added advantage of displaying data from memory in accordance 
with user preferences and habits (pg. 8, par. 2, lines 4-6; pg. 21, par. 2, lines 3-4). 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clyde H. Jones III whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5946. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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